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56th. On the prosperity of Assam such an additional
outlet for its produce can hardly fail to be productive
of the most important consequences, and on the opposite
or northern side, the practicability of extending the in-
tercourse with Bhootan and Thibet, is no less entitled
to the most serious consideration. The passes from the
Assam valley into these mountainous regions, though open
only to the inhabitants of the latter, are already well known;
and that they are sufficiently numerous may be inferred from
the fact, that no less than eighteen exist between the eastern
frontier of the Sikkim territory, and the district of Bijnee:
from thence they may be traced east through the country of
the Duphlas, Abors, Bor-Abors, Mishmees, Meereas and
KhuinptU, to the extreme limits of the lofty and snow-clad
cluster of mountains from whose bases issue the sources of
the Burhampooter and Irawattee rivers ; and though there
never has been much intercourse by those passes, which lie
within the boundaries of Upper Assam, there is still com-
prised a veiy extensive line of frontier in the central and
lower divisions of the same fertile valley, which is coanected
with the vast regions of Bhootan and Thibet, by passes that
have already become in a degree the channels of trade be-
tween the people of Assam and their mountain neighbours.

57th. The most important of those which connect Bhootao.
with Assam are situated on the northern borders of Kamroop
and Durrung, and a list of all such as are known will be found
in the appendix. The Bhootan frontier does not, I believe,
extend further east than the Rotass river, which flows from
the north, and apparently forms the boundary between the
Bhooteea and Akha tribes,

5Stli. Of the Dooars in Durrung, that called Booree Gooma
had been attached by the local authorities of Assam, in con-
sequence of a most cruel aggression on the part of the Bhoo-
teeas, and it was only restored in July, 1834, to the officers
of the Deb Rajah, in consequence of his having deputed an.
agent to make compensation to the families of the unfortunate
persons who had been killed. Captain Jenkins, the present
agent in Assam, mentions this as one of the Dooars held
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